





4) CORE SPATIAL POLICIES

Preferred policy Approach:

a.

Policy CS 6 — Promoting Design Quality

The Borough Council will encourage good quality design which provides usable,
durable and adaptable places, secures the efficient use of land by building to higher
densities and protects and enhances the form, local character and distinctiveness of
Great Yarmouth Borough’s built and natural environment. New development will be
required to:

reflect a clear understanding of the local physical, social, economic and
environmental context for the proposed development;

provide for a compatible mix of uses where appropriate, particularly in town
and village centres and main movement routes;

help secure a hierarchy of usable spaces providing for all ages and
accessible to all, including people with disabilities;

provide developments offering real transport choice, favouring walking,
cycling and public transport;

provide streets that are safe spaces for all users;

integrate with existing routes to provide linked up places connecting with
the wider area, in particular public facilities;

provide for the needs of all including the young, elderly and people with
disabilities;

create safe places through the adoption of designing-out-crime principles to
provide natural surveillance, visibility, and well lit environments;

provide clearly defined public and private realms with active frontages
which reinforce and define streets and public spaces;

incorporate comprehensive landscaping within and around the development
appropriate to the scale and impact of the development;

secure the retention of features of biodiversity interest including habitats,
buffer areas and wildlife corridors;

maximise energy efficiency through siting and design, and the use of
sustainable materials;

incorporate renewable energy facilities and energy saving technologies;

provide sustainable urban drainage systems where appropriate to limit
waste water and water pollution and reduce flood risk;

incorporate appropriate waste management and recycling facilities;

Core Strategy - Preferred Options Consultation

43



44

4) CORE SPATIAL POLICIES

p. foster a sense of place and reinforce local character and distinctiveness
through appropriate design detailing, use of materials and provision for
public art.

In developing their proposals the Borough Council will expect applicants to take
account of Village Design Statements, Landscape Character Statements,
Conservation Character Statements and other design statements illustrating
important features of local distinctiveness. For major and sensitive developments
applications should be supported by a Design Statement and BREEAM assessment
to demonstrate environmental performance.

Policy Background:

PPGs / PPSs / Circulars PPS1; PPG3; PPS6; PPS12

RPG6 / draft RSS14 Draft RSS14 (policy SS16)

Norfolk Structure Plan policies ENV.12

Borough - Wide Local Plan BNV13, 14, 15, 16,17, 18,19, 20 & 21

Community Strategy “We want our community to offer a high quality of life
and a secure future for all our residents”.
Best practice guidance Places, Streets & Movement (DETR, 1998)

Urban Design Compendium (English Partnerships /
Housing Corporation, 2000)

By Design — Urban Design in the Planning System (DETR
/ CABE, 2000)

Better Places to Live — A Companion Guide to PPG3
(DTLR / CABE, 2001)

From Design Policy to Design Quality (RTPI, 2002)

Planning for Town Centres: Guidance on Design and
Implementation Tools (ODPM, 2005)

Core Strategy Objective Objective 3

Reasons for the Preferred Approach

Good design is a key element in sustainable development. Raising the quality of design in
new development is one of the Council’s aims which is expressed in spatial objective 3,
and was supported in responses to the Issues & Options consultations. Improving the
quality of the built environment is a key part of urban renaissance. The importance of good

design is also emphasised in national planning policy''. The LDF will seek to ensure that

" Planning Policy Statement 1: Creating Sustainable Communities(PPS1), OPDM, 2005
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development in the Borough enhances and protects its local distinctiveness and visual
quality, and raises the quality of life for residents and visitors.

All new buildings should be of high quality design, must respect and enhance their
surroundings, must not harm local amenity, should protect local distinctiveness and
character and should take full account of people with special needs. They should be of an
appropriate scale, design and materials for their location and include provision for
landscaping. Public art may make a significant contribution to enhancing local character

and identity, and will be supported where appropriate.

Developing an understanding of the characteristics of an area and the context should
always form part of the work undertaken before drawing up a development proposal. A
design led approach will ensure that every proposal, whatever its scale, responds positively
to the particular characteristics of a site and its surroundings and reinforces local
distinctiveness and landscape character. In appropriate cases the Council will, in
accordance with PPS1, require a Design Statement to be submitted with a planning

application.

Development proposals should ensure that the design and layout accommodates the needs
of people with disabilities, women, the elderly and those with small children and that
suitable access is provided. Special attention should be paid to access to public buildings

in accordance with Government guidance.

The preferred approach, set out above, is to develop a design policy in the Core Strategy
that establishes the need for high quality design. The Development Control Policies DPD
will include more specific policies to be used in determining planning applications and it
may be appropriate to bring forward Supplementary Planning Document(s) on design
issues, to develop design principles further. All those proposing development are advised to

consult the Government guidance document ‘By Design’ (the companion to PPS1).

A high standard of design is essential for the creation of attractive and successful places.
The planning system has a key role to play in encouraging schemes that will make a
positive contribution to the area, by promoting an understanding and application of key
design considerations.

This policy approach sets out basic principles that need to be addressed if developments
are to display character, complement their surroundings, and provide attractive and
sustainable environments for users. As well as being of critical importance for all new
projects, many of the criteria will also be relevant when considering alterations and
extensions to existing buildings. If the criteria are to be applied successfully, it is essential
that design proposals emerge from an understanding of the site and its context, rather than
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