


2.5 The Pleasure Beach

The Pleasure Beach was originally established in 1908 consisting of a
Scenic Railway Roller Coaster and little else. Since then the park has
developed over a period of time and has been in the ownership of the
Jones family since 1954.

At present the Pleasure Beach is the most visited attraction on the
east coast of Britain, with 1.4 million visitors each year. It is essential
for the continued success of Great Yarmouth as a resort that the
Pleasure Beach is able to offer the visitors a wider number of things to
do, restaurants to eat in and places to stay.

The £35million investment plan that The Edge leisure complex is the

result of, will encourage further investment in the town and ensuring
the Pleasure Beach is here for another 100 years.

Fig. 2.10. Pleasure Beach today.

Fig 2.11 The Scenic Railway at Pleasure Beach when it was adorned in mountain scenery.

Fig. 2.13 The Joy Wheel at Pleasure Beach with the original Scenic Railway behind.

Fig. 2.15 View of The Scenic Railway.
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Fig. 2.12 South Denes as a leisure destination with the original Scenic Railway at the
background.

Fig. 2.14 Pleasure Beach, Great Yarmouth.

Fig. 2.16 Old Motorway Ride, Pleasure Beach.
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2.6 Constraints

The proposed development site does not bear any significant
constraints since it is a vacant brownfield site in its current form.
However, by carefully considering its orientation, it is evident that
both the east frontage that faces the sea and the west frontage that
faces South Beach Parade are of equal importance and the design
of The Edge leisure complex should address and reflect this. This
dual aspect presents one of the most significant design challenges; to
create a building of inherent architectural integrity without hierarchical
distinction to its elevations that responds well to the seaside
environment and to South Beach Parade respectively.

Additionally, the local environment of the site provides a further
challenge. Activity, animation and permeability are all desirable
qualities for the site; however they need careful handling in order not
to contradict with the leisure complex’s requirement for large scale
spaces that demand limited fenestration and edge permeability.

Finally, the proposal incorporates a car park that provides in excess of
800 parking spaces which aims to serve the proposed development
but also The Pleasure Beach and the wider area. The manner in
which such a building is placed, connected to and addressed is also
an important design consideration.

2.7 Opportunities

The dual character of the site as mentioned above can also be
perceived as a unique opportunity to provide an iconic building that
reinforces the already strong identity of the site that it occupies.

The proposed leisure complex is ideally located at the end of the
existing leisure strip of Great Yarmouth, adjacent to East Port. Its
entertainment and leisure facilities directly benefit from its close
proximity to the town centre and Golden Mile, without having an
adverse and negative impact to its immediate surroundings and
the traditional seafront appearance, due to the large volume and
scale that these facilities require. A more central location within
the Golden Mile would not be able to accommodate such facilities
without severely imposing on the seafront and drastically altering the
open character and atmosphere of the immediate local context. The
proposed development also offers the opportunity to significantly alter
Great Yarmouth’s economic context by strongly reinforcing the local
economy, drawing new visitors, increasing length of stay, extending
the season and creating footfall across the seafront. The above
proposals represent a £35 million investment into Great Yarmouth’s
tourism economy and will be a catalyst for further investment in the
seafront, town centre and the greater locality.

Finally, from the facilities provided, that include branded restaurants
and a hotel along with the Casino, Bowling and Cinema, approximately
900 jobs both full and part time will be created and this will significantly
benefit Great Yarmouth’s employment rate which is currently over
reliant on casual seasonal jobs.
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2.8 Access, transort and linkages

The application site is at the edge of the Great Yarmouth town centre
and thus there is easy access to all bus services running through the
town including both local routes in and around Great Yarmouth as well
as those to larger towns and cities such as Norwich.

Great Yarmouth is connected to Norwich by rail and the service is
operated by the Wherry Lines. First Eastern Counties operate the
main bus routes with their hub at the Market Gates Bus Station. The
Excel coach service operates a direct link to Peterborough, Norwich
and Lowestoft. Other local bus services link the suburban areas of
Martham, Hemsby, Gorleston, Bradwell and Belton.

The A12 terminates in the town as do the A143 and the A47 roads.
The relief road was built along the path of the old railway to carry the

-
A12 onwards to Lowestoft and London. Chelmsford :

Construction work on the Outer Harbour began in June 2007. The LONDON
harbour, which is being built in the South Denes area and is due to be Liverpool St.

completed by 2009, plans to bring trade to the area and provide a new
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ferry link with the Netherlands.
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Fig. 2.19 Map illustrating air connections to Great Yarmouth.
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Fig. 2.20 Map illustrating major road connections to Great Yarmouth.
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2.9 Views

The adjacent diagrams demonstrate the various views that define
the site. It is highly visible from a number of different points and in a
number of different ways. Identifying and understanding these during
the design process has played an important role in informing the final
design scheme.

The URC Area Action Plan identifies the subject site as an important
landmark and gateway on the seafront. Site analysis demonstrates
the potential for a landmark on Great Yarmouth'’s skyline and as an
attractive and distinctive feature when viewed from middle and near
distance viewpoints within the townscape.

Skyline Views

Great Yarmouth is approached across a flat coastal landscape.
Buildings more than 3 or 4 storeys are visible in silhouette and in
traditional East Anglian townscapes the skyline is fixed by a single
focal structure, invariably a church spire or tower. St. Nicholas is a
significant landmark for the Town Centre, but the effect is diminished
by a number of additional structures, mostly non descript (eg modern
offices, the power station). Great Yarmouth would benefit from a
landmark that communicates its identity as a coastal resort.

The creation of successful landmarks in coastal landscapes usually
involves an iconic and recognisable structure — for instance the
Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth, or Blackpool Tower. Although the
subject proposals will not be on this scale, the detailed design of The
Edge takes into account its visibility from different approach routes,
and its design is recognisable and distinctive in silhouette and more
distant views.

The AAP identifies existing landmarks in the vicinity of the South
Denes area (Nelson’s Monument and the gasometer on Admiralty
Road) and a linked series of new gateway landmarks at the edges of
the town, of which The Edge is one. The design takes into account the
potential for a visual relationship between these landmarks.

Townscape Views

Great Yarmouth'’s resort townscape contains broad straight streets
that enable good view lines. The subject site is at the southern end of
The Golden Mile, where it will compete in views southwards from the
main resort area with the existing amusement park.

The Eastport approach road, currently proposed for the Main Cross
Road / South Beach Parade alignment will allow good views of the
subject site, and the position of key facade or built form features has
been considered in relation to the view lines.

The beach provides an attractive uncluttered setting for the
development. The Edge is likely to be visible along much of its length,
including from the south and from ferries arriving at the proposed port
facility. The development layout ensures that the building presents an
iconic image in views from the beach, with active or permeable uses
being provided to the ground floor along this side, and thus the public

realm potential of the esplanade and access to the dunes / beach is
maximised.

Finally, the AAP proposes a neighbourhood park in the vicinity of
Nelson’'s Monument and a visual and physical link across South
Beach Parade to the beach. The design of the subject development,
the positioning of entrances, and the treatment of the public realm
between the monument and the beach, complement the URC’s

objectives as closely as possible.
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Fig. 2.22 Diagram illustrating visibility of proposed site from key surrounding areas.
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