


North Norfolk. Increased dependence on constructed defences would create
problems further south and in the future.

E.123 Demand for settlement expansion and associated developments may continue
alongside increased demand for renewable energy both onshore and offshore. Due
to the proximity of the Broads future development pressures may exist along coastal
settlements as opposed to expansion occurring inland.

Strategic Objectives

El.24 The primary strategic objectives for the character area are to conserve,
enhance and manage existing habitats and visual qualities associated with
dunes, sands and coastal character, although it is recognised that these are
vulnerable to coastal erosion processes and rising sea water levels.
Conserve existing views to/from the coast between settlements, in
addition to the wooded backdrop to the coast at Winterton, which forms
the transition to the Broads.

Landscape Management

El.25 Monitor coastal erosion and leaching in relation to maintaining water quality as well
accommodating the dynamics associated to long-shore drift and cliff erosion.

El.26 Continued management and enhancement of non-designated duneland habitats
should be promoted alongside the existing designated areas. Conserve the wooded
backdrop to the coast within the adjacent East Flegg Settled Farmland character area.

Considerations in relation to development

El.27 Primary aims should be to maintain the remaining areas of undeveloped, ‘wild’
coastline including duneland and beaches. Settlement development should not
encroach upon land that acts as a ‘window’ to sea views. The sensitive use of
building materials and styles should be reflected in order to maintain a level of local
distinctiveness and character. Consider the scale of existing features and skylines in
relation to development.

El.28 Threats of coastal erosion and potential rises in sea levels will result in the need for
planned removal of flood defences. It is recognised that this is the preferred option
advocated in the Shoreline Management Plans. Conversely, intensification of sea
defences against coastal erosion may result in visually intrusive sea walls and groynes
which can obstruct views of the sea. Consideration must therefore be given to the
coastal defence policy in order to accommodate future pressures whilst safeguarding
visual sensitivities and intrinsic coastal character.

El.29 Development in relation to renewable energies i.e. Scroby Sands should be
controlled in order to avoid further visual disturbance on the North Sea horizon line
and detracting from the cohesive sculptural nature of the existing turbine group.

El.30 Development opportunities are limited on the coast due to risks of flooding, erosion,
land instability and nature conservation policies.
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